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Abstract

The thesis titled “Improbability and Unreliability in Dalit Narratives: Towards A Dalit
Narratology” is a work that combines studies in the areas of narratology and Dalit literary
studies. This work was conceived as a move towards postclassical narratology to develop
contextual narratological expertise on Dalit narratives. The necessity of such a project was
implied in the critique of classical narratology as an insufficient discourse to contain and
explain contextual features of the narratives emerging from various identitarian standpoints.
The focus of classical narratology on the universal structures of narratives could not provide
space to understand how structures related to gender, race, and caste crystallized and functioned
in the narratives. Susan Lanser’s work “Towards a Feminist Narratology” sought to overcome
this problem within classical narratology and its preoccupation with the universality of
concepts. Much like Lanser’s “Feminist Narratology”, this work proposes narratological
concepts that could be understood as crucial for Dalit narratology- a field of formal
narratological study of Dalit narratives. This study set out to discover narratological features
and concepts that form specifically in the literature written by Dalits. Since Dalit narratives
frequently came under attack on questions of their authenticity, the project chose unreliability
and improbability as two narratological categories through which a possible narratological
framework could be built to understand these questions in Dalit narratives. The present study
was conducted mainly to achieve three very distinct aims. The first of them was to discover
narratological features and concepts that form specifically in the literature written by Dalits.
Secondly, it was carried out as an exercise of applied narratology in which existing
narratological concepts were to be applied in the study of Dalit literature. The second aim was
to demonstrate that the examination of Dalit literary narrative could be qualitatively improved

by using narratological concepts. Such an exercise could also enrich the critical pedagogy of



Dalit literature. The third aim of the thesis was to ensure that the formal and cultural aspects of

Dalit narratives can be incorporated into this study.
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